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Personal Reflection: How does your view of
yourself affect the way you interact with other
Christians? Pray that God will help you to
understand your spiritual gifts.
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Questions and confusion about
spiritual gifts prevailed in the
church at Corinth. In 1 Corinthians
12–14 Paul discusses the nature,
purpose and use of spiritual gifts as
a corrective to the abuses which had
arisen. Read 1 Corinthians 12:4–
26.
1. In what ways can our entire body
be hindered if one of its parts isn’t
functioning properly?
2. In verses 4–11 what do we learn
about the similarities and
differences among spiritual
gifts?
3. What is the purpose of the gifts?
4. How does Paul respond to the
misconceptions in verses 15–16?
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5. How do the people described in verse 21 view

themselves and those with less “spectacular” gifts?

6. In contrast to verse 21, how should we view and treat

those who seem to be weaker or less honorable (vv. 22–

23)?

Where do you see examples of this in your church or

fellowship group?

7. Why would the “presentable parts” of the body need no

special treatment (v. 24)?
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8. If the more “spectacular” members of the body don’t need
special treatment, why are they usually the first to receive it?
9. How does this passage correct some of our misconceptions
about the difference between so-called “full-time Christian
workers” and everyone else?
10. Comment on your understanding of your own place in the
body of Christ. For instance, do you feel inferior? Superior?
Unsure of how you fit? Are you a lone ranger?
11. According to 12:7, each Christian is given gifts “for the
common good” of the body. In this light, what can you be
doing to build up your local church or fellowship group?
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Pray that God will fill each of you with the

love of Jesus as you use your spiritual gifts.

Now or Later

For further study of spiritual gifts, examine

the four primary passages in Scripture where

gifts are discussed: Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12,

Ephesians 4 and 1 Peter 4. Each of these

contributes to our overall understanding of

spiritual gifts.


