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ON MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD —
VIATTHEW 5:45

} ew 5:13 (KJV)
13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be
alted?

tisthencefordngoodfornothlng,butmbe
cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.
Matthew 5:13 (NIV2011)

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty

again? It is no longer good for anything, except
0 be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

' ew 5:13 (ESV)

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has
lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored?
It is no longer good for anything except to be
arown out and trampled under people’s feet.
Matthew 5:13 (MSG)

13 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re
here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the
od-flavors of this earth. If you lose your
saltiness, how will people taste R
ou’velostyourusefulnessandwillendupin

e garbage.
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f the eight beatitudes we just studied are a reality in our
lives, what does Jesus say will be the result

in Matthew 5:13a?

Salt is of no use if it remains in a salt shaker. To be
effective, it must come out of the shaker; the

same is true of us as Christians. To make a difference in
this world, we can’t just be salt at church.

We must be salt at home, at work, at school.
everywhere.

In Jesus’ prayer the night before His crucifixion, He says
He has brought glory to God the Father by

completing the work the Father gave Him to do (Jn 17:4).

Then, what does our Lord pray in John
17:187

Cont. to Next Page....
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That statement not only applies to
His original disciples but also to
vou and me. This means we are

to bring glory to God the Father
by completing the work He sent us
here to do, which is living out

the Beatitudes. As a result, we will
be the salt of the earth. There are
at least tive ways we can make

a ditterence in the world by being,

the salt of the earth ...
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Byaihielweyavelcommuinicale

In Jesus’ day there were no
refrigerators. Therefore, salt was
used as a preservative to keep fish
and other meats from decaying. As

Christians, we are to be like salt,
preserving a decaying culture. Few
things reveal our decaying culture

like the way people communicate. The
language of our culture is becoming,
more and more vulgar, filthy, and
irreverent. We shouldn’t talk like this
because of what command in
Colossians 4:6a—b?

If our speech is gracious, it will be
kind, courteous, and complimentary,
as opposed to being rude, crude, or

hateful. Whether communicating with

our spouses, children, co—workers,
fellow students, or whoever, our

speech should always be “seasoned
with grace.” This is one way we
become more like Christ because

what does Luke 4:22a tell us about

our Lord?

Cont. to,Next'Page....
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Sfour: speech is always grac10us and seasoned
withtsaltiouswordsiwillibeipurefand
wholesome asiopposed: toifilthy, vulgar; or:
irreverent. When a conversation begins to

decay,ourispeechishould;beja preservatlve

seeking to keep the'dialogue wholesome and -
e to buildsupsothersitEphg4:29) S

Wiefeanbmaleela cfin! tib@ EDy thie
— A
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By the way we refise to deviale

W clareltolbelthelsaldofitheleacth¥SaltYorfsodiumlchloridefisfalstable
compound¥ThereforeYitiistalwaysfsaltAbutiticanlbecome
contaminatedyJesusfsaysiwhentitibecomesfcontaminated Jlt f.’e no

longerfgood forfanythinglexcepytolbelthrownloutianditrampled!

p60ple wmmhmm@m

Wwaslscatteredfon'the @mwﬁmm@m@@@mﬂlmm |
leaks%Iihelflatiroofs.werelalso, used’as’ playgrounds and laces tO) en;oy
va coolibreezelonthot days! mfﬂﬁ salt Was (‘ﬂm out and

HtrampleklL If welbecomelc B’y from blbhcal
lteachmgs aboutisex, marrlage @ﬁ@i@amvﬂ]ﬁmﬂ@ no
dlfference 1n our world" Jesus didng @ﬂ]@@[’ﬁam[{b calledfus)
lto be salt Saltsometlmes irritates; (ﬂﬁﬁbmm&g persecuted
and harass‘ed'f ;We are the sa‘lg)f thelearthtand!refuseltojconform tog |

lour decaylng culture. One other characteristiclof{salt:] what happens
mﬂsg-ﬂ Ifiwe'are ‘the salt of the

earth (HETe willlbeyeimestour words stlng or hurt For v;ﬂm

does Proverbs 27:6a tell us>

'*%

when you putitona cut or Wound>
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This means a friend who is truly the salt of the

earth will tell us what we need to hear, not what
we want to hear. hey will tell us when we are

wrong, about to make a bad decision, or get ott
track spiritually. The stinging words of a true
friend, who is the salt of the earth, are taithtul.
We can make a ditference in the world by the

way we radiate, communicate, retuse to deviate,

and....

age....
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Byitheyway werededicate

At times we all get off-course in our spiritual lives and are no longer
the salt of the earth, Jesus said: “but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored?” (5:13b). Have you lost your saltiness by being
polluted by the world in your speech, honesty, morals, etc.? If so, how
can you be restored? When our lives are contaminated by the ways of
the world, we cease being the salt of the earth. Then, we must pray
what prayer of King David found in Psalm 51:1b?
The Hebrew word translated blot out (maha, maw—hah’) means to
utterly wipe away or erase. When we pray and ask God to blot out, or
cleanse, all our sin so we can be salty again, it is not enough to merely
confess our sin. According to Proverbs 28:13b, what else is required?
This means we must not commit the sin any more. This is what the Bible
calls “repentance,” which means to turn away from sin. Jesus said, “You
are the salt of the earth.” He didn’t say, “You are the gold of the earth”
or “You are the diamonds of the earth.” He said we are sali—a very
common substance. By using common people, like you and me, God
makes the biggest difference in the world. Jesus took eleven
uneducated, country-speaking disciples and changed the world so it
would never be the same. He wants o do the same with you and me. No
who you are, you can say what words of Paul in
hilippians 4:1° Cont. to Next Page...
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
INTHE WORLD BY THE WAY
YOU RADIATE, COMMUNICATE,
REFUSE TO DEVIATE,
CAPTIVATE, AND REDEDICATE.




