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As a review, Webster defines gossip as "easy,
Huent, trivial talk, talk about people behind
their backs.” It is repeating, information about
another person’s private atthairs. If you have to
look around to make sure that no one can hear
what you are saying,, vou are probably
gossiping. If you would not say something; in
front of the person vou are talking about, then
vou're probably gossiping.

But it takes two to tango the gossip dance.
“Without wood a tire goes out; without gossip
a quarrel dies down: (Proverbs 26:20). The
Bible tells us to make every effort to avoid
gossipers (Proverbs 20:19). L /
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A good rule of thumb is it
vou are not part of the
problem or part of the
solution, then keep the

information to vourself.
Paul warned, “Some of vou
are living idle lives,
refusing to work and
wasting time meddling in
other people’s business,”
(2 Thessalonians 3:11
\NLT). Other translations
call such people
“busvbodies,” (NASB, \I1V).
And listen, putiing the
words, “we need to pray
for so—and-so” betore the
gossip doesn't make the
gossip any less gossip.

Cont to next page....



One day a woman felt overwhelmed with

guilt over her yvears of malicious gossip. She
went to the local pastor and confessed her
sin. The pastor was all too aware of her
wagging tongue and had experienced the
sting of her words first hand....or rather
second hand. What can | do to rectity all the
damage | have caused with my gossip?” she
asked. “Gather a bag of feathers,” he
began. “Then go around to each house and
place a feather at their door. "That seemed
like a simple enough request, so the woman
did just as the pastor had instructed. After
the task was complete, she returned. “l have
done what vou requested,” she said. “Now
what am | to do?” “Now go back and
retrieve each of the feathers,” he replied.
“That is impossible,” the woman argued.
“The wind will have blown them all around
town by now.”

Cont to next page....



“Exactly,” replied the
wise pastor. “Once you
have spoken an ill word,
it dritts through the air
on wings of gossip, £y
never to be retrieved.
God has forgiven you, as
vou have asked. But vou

cannot remove the

consequences of your
hurttul words or gather
them from the places
they have landed.”
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